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Quarterly Newsletter for Cliffs on the Point II 

The View 
Ordinarily I try to find topics to discuss 
for the newsletter. But nothing is ordinary 
these days. There are so many things to 
update the Community on, and yet most 
are subject to change. For example, we 
should soon be opening the pool. Exactly 
what that will involve and what new re-
strictions will be in place are still being 
figured out. Similarly, we are hoping to 
soon begin the hallway cleanings, but 
that’s still in flex. We are hoping to have 
our Annual Meeting on July 29, but that 
is subject to change. 

 
On a more stable topic, the balcony pro-
ject has begun and those impacted should 
be informed. You will be asked to remove 
all items from your balcony and any cus-
tomized features will not be replaced. 
When it’s all done the Board will exam-
ine ways to uniformly paint everything 
and we’re confident the final results will 
be excellent. Getting to that point, we’re 
just as confident, will require a lot of pa-
tience and turmoil. Luckily, we’re all get-
ting used to that these days. 

The Board is also still meeting on the sec-
ond Wednesday of each month at 4:30pm. 
However—for now—it’s done on Zoom. 
We announce the log in info on 

TownSquare and 
Facebook so resi-
dents can join us re-
motely. Unfortunate-
ly, not everyone is 
on those platforms. 
To address this 
shortcoming, we’re 
in the process of 
generating a mass e-
mail list that includes 
all residents (unless 

you don’t believe in e-mail) and com-
municating essential information that 
way. 

 
I do want to take this opportunity to thank 
various people who have volunteered to 
help fellow co-owners with shopping or 
other errands (posted on Facebook) as 
well as coordinating afternoon walks and 
in general making us a community rather 
than just buildings. Towards that end, if 

anyone needs specific help please do 
reach out to any Board member and we 
will do our best to guide you through re-
sources available. 

 

Finally, the bench in honor of long-time 
Board member Estelle Dunlap has been 
delivered and placed. It is across the 
building entrance of 808 and looks over 
the lake where the sunsets are most spec-
tacular. If you get a chance, please do 
check it out and sit for a moment. Thank 
you. 

President’s Message 

Cliffs 2 and Covid-19 

Balcony Reconstruction Gets    

Underway 

History of Ford Lake 

New Pool Rules for 2020 
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After a couple years of planning, getting 

quotes, arranging financing, and voting to ap-

prove a 10-year monthly assessment to cover 

the costs, the balcony repair and reconstruc-

tion project is finally underway. YAY!  

Work started on the balconies the week of 

May 18th along with the replacement of the 

stairs between E and F buildings. The first 6-

unit stack of balconies to be worked on are at 

828/E building. Work has progressed nicely.  

Derek Riggs, the contractor for the project, 

met with the condo board at the June meeting 

and said that the project is progressing along 

on schedule. The first three balconies he’s 

worked on were classified as “the worst” by 

the engineers. Early indications are that the 

damage may not be as extensive as we feared. 

So this may be very good news. Of course it’s 

much too soon to make assumptions about the 

57 other balconies based on the first three, but 

for now we have reason to be optimistic. 

Let’s keep our fingers crossed for good (dry) 

weather this summer. We all want these bal-

conies done as soon as possible! 

The CSEF Pool Board unanimously agreed to reopen our pool under the normal 
operating hours.  Our Washtenaw County inspection is scheduled for June 15th 
and, if the pool meets the water treatment standards, the pool will open on June 
16th.  

As expected, Washtenaw County has implemented new requirements for communi-
ty pools this season: 

• 50% Capacity restriction (21 people) for the pool area 

• A Log Book to sign-in when you enter and exit the pool area. This will be used 
for contact tracing purposes, in the event of an outbreak. 

• Signs posted with the new requirements and a phone number to contact for ca-
pacity or other non-compliance issues 

• Social distancing among non-household members 

• Daily sanitation requirements for the pool and pool house will be managed by 
our vendor, Pristine Pools 

The pool house will be open only for the restroom/shower usage and for the emer-
gency phone. Chairs and tables will be stacked away and the refrigerator and mi-
crowave will not be available for use.  

A few tips to help all of our residents get the most out of the pool this season: 

• In the event of a capacity issue, residents will have priority over guests 

• Please limit the use of flotation devices that may minimize other swim-
mers' ability to social distance 

• Deck chairs will be appropriately spaced. If you move them please replace 
them at their marked location before you leave 

• Please, no parties in the pool area this year 

The CSEF Pool Board will monitor usage for the first month, and if we have no 
issues, we can continue the season with no additional restrictions placed.     

makes me feel fine.” 
“ Summer breeze,  

-Seals and Crofts 

(You’re welcome for the ear worm. ;-) 
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The world certainly has changed since 
the last edition of this newsletter was 
published on March 11, 2020. That was 
the day after the first cases of the corona-
virus were identified in Michigan. And it 
was the beginning of a whole new nor-
mal for us all. Little did we know then 
how profoundly our lives would be af-
fected by this virus. And here we are, 
three months later, still trying to figure it 
out and how to cope with it. 

 
In addition to the effects the coronavirus 
has had on our personal and work lives, 
it has also affected our condo neighbor-
hood. Our board of directors held virtual 
meetings via the Zoom Meeting platform 
and our annual Cliffs 2 meeting, which 
was scheduled to be held on April 15th 
at the Ypsilanti Township Civic Center 
Building, was postponed. The annual 
meeting is now tentatively scheduled for 
July 29th pending the reopening of the 
building, the easing of restrictions on the 
number of people who can gather in 
groups, and the ability of the Township 
to provide a safe and clean area for us to 
meet and keep a social distance from 
each other. If that doesn’t work out, Kra-
mer-Triad/Associa has an alternative for 
us, online voting.  

Another effect of the coronavirus is a 
delayed opening of our beloved swim-
ming pool. We have some new rules to 
abide by but I’m sure we can still enjoy 
our pool and the company of our neigh-
bors.  
 

Not all the effects from the coronavirus 
have been negative or inconvenient, 
however. This edition of The View From 
the Cliffs newsletter is being published in 
electronic format only (.PDF). Our 
source for printing is deemed to be not 
an “essential service” and is not availa-
ble at this time due to the coronavirus 
workplace restrictions. That’s a positive 
because it has allowed for an expanded 
version of the newsletter!  

 
Also, Dan Blakeney took this opportuni-
ty to organize a daily walking group, the 
“Stroll Patrol”, to encourage daily exer-
cise for good physical health and social-
izing at a safe distance for good mental 
health. The group was organized via the 
Cliff Dwellers Facebook group and it has 
become quite popular. The group walks 
in the mornings to take advantage of 
cooler temps. You’re invited to join in at 
any time and you can drop out when it 
suits you as well. Walkers keep to a safe 
6-ft. distance and wear face masks. For 
more information, check out the Cliff 
Dwellers FB page. 

The kayak racks are very popular here at 

Cliffs 2. Please keep in mind the follow-

ing rules: 

1. They are for use by Cliffs 2 resi-

dents only. 

2. There is a maximum of 2 slots per 

unit.  

3. Boats and boards must be labeled 

with your unit number. 

4. It’s first come, first served for get-

ting a slot on the rack. 

Kayak Rack Reminder Covid-19 and the Cliffs Community 

Many co-owners are needing access to our 

roofs for air conditioner maintenance, or for 

the installation of new units. Please heed 

the following guidelines: 

1. Notify a board member that you 

need access. The attic openings are 

locked and only board members have 

keys. Give the member at least 48 

hours notice. 

2. Ladders placed against the building 

are not allowed. 

3. New air conditioners must be in-

stalled with a crane, and the old unit 

must be removed from the roof. 

4. Co-owner addresses must be written 

on the unit. These units are on the roof 

in the open, so make identification as 

indelible as possible. 
“Stroll Patrol” staying healthy! 
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Henry Ford has left an everlasting imprint on the city of 

Ypsilanti.  The Willow Run B-24 Liberator bomber plant 

built by Ford in 1941 on 975 acres of Ypsilanti Township 

farmland played a large role in leading the Allied Forces to 

victory in World War II.  After the war, the bomber plant 

was converted to a Kaiser-Frazer plant that produced both 

automobiles and the Fairchild C-119 flying boxcar airplane.  

The Willow Run plant helped Ypsilanti continue to grow as 

a manufacturing town.  The plant was sold to General Mo-

tors, where cars and transmissions were produced at Wil-

low Run for about 40 years before General Motors finally 

closed the plant in 2010.  Remnants of the Willow Run 

plant still are in use as the Yankee Air Museum, the Ameri-

can Center for Mobility proving grounds for self-driving 

cars, and Willow Run Airport. 

Henry Ford also contributed to farming in the Ypsilanti-

area.   Ford understood that farmers were his most reliable 

customers, so it was beneficial for him to find ways to in-

crease their wealth through improved farming equipment 

and more efficient farming techniques.  Ford purchased sig-

nificant amounts of farmland in Wayne and Washtenaw 

Counties, including the Ypsilanti area, and operated many 

community farms called “Ford Farms”.  In addition to 

growing crops such as soybeans, Ford provided jobs for 

local citizens and developed new farming techniques.   

Ford’s Cherry Hill Farm on Gottfredson Road north of 

Vreeland Road in Superior Township was once used by 

Ford’s Tractor Division for testing and demonstrating 

Ford’s latest products to local farmers.   Today, the Cherry 

Hill Farm is still owned by Ford, and operates as an 882-

acre working farm that produces corn, soybeans, wheat, 

hay, and honey.   

Ford also provided vocational opportunities to young boys.  

Following the success of Camp Legion in the Dearborn ar-

ea, Ford established Camp Willow Run in Ypsilanti Town-

ship in 1939 to teach farming, self-reliance, management, 

and salesmanship to underprivileged boys age 17-19, most-

ly sons of dead or disabled WWI veterans.  Ford provided 

room and board and paid the boys $2 a day for their labor.  

After their stay at Camp Willow Run, the boys entered the 

Ford Trade School, were offered a job at Ford, or they went 

to work at the bomber plant after it was opened in 1941.   

Perhaps the most significant and everlasting contribution to 

Ypsilanti by Henry Ford is the lake bearing his name – 

Ford Lake.  Many lakes are named after notable people, but 

not too many lakes were conceptualized and created by a 

single person.  Ford Lake will always remain a legacy to 

Henry Ford, as the lake has forever altered the actual land-

scape of Ypsilanti and has provided recreational activities 

The History of  Ford Lake 

Henry Ford (right) and Thomas Edison (2nd from 

left, facing camera) at the Michigan Central Railroad 

Depot in Ypsilanti in 1929. 

Ford Lake Topographic Map 
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On early maps of Ypsilanti Township, the general shape of 

what would become Ford Lake is clearly visible, with a me-

andering Huron River flowing through a wide flat basin.   

The basin was known locally as “the Flats”, or “King’s 

Flats”, named after Edward King who owned much of the 

land that is now occupied by Ford Lake.  Other turn-of-the-

20th-century landowners in the area that would become Ford 

Lake were Augustus Beyer, L.Z. Foerster, the Crane family, 

the Edison Company, Dallas S. Pierce, W.E. Gotts, D.C. 

Griffin, the Tuttle family, S.L. Long, Huron Farms Co., 

T.S. McCartney, the Day family, and the Barlow family.  

The high cliffs naturally occurring on both sides of the Hu-

ron River would become the future shoreline of Ford Lake.  

As the Huron River flows past Frog Island Park, Riverside 

Park, and Water Works Park, the high banks extend further 

away from the river and the river begins a curvier route.   

At the point where the Huron River crosses underneath I-94 

and into the present-day Ford Lake, the natural banks 

spread much further apart and form the shores of present-

day Ford Lake and the river became increasingly curvy.   

Ford Lake occupies a natural basin that was carved out of 

the Ypsilanti delta, which was formed approximately 

14,000 years ago during the time of the last ice age.   In ge-

ographical terms, the Ypsilanti delta was formed by sedi-

ment deposited by the ancestral Huron River as it flowed 

into glacial lakes known as Maumee and Whittlesey, which 

are ancestors of present-day Lake Erie.  The Ypsilanti delta 

forms a long, gentle slope nestled just above Ford Lake and 

below the Ypsilanti skyline.   When the glacial lakes low-

ered, erosion by the ancient Huron River dissected the Yp-

silanti delta, forming the high terraces on either side of the 

Huron River.   Only fragments remain of the Glacial Lake 

Whittlesey estuary terraces, with the most outstanding re-

maining example in North America being along the Huron 

River below Ypsilanti in the area of Ford Lake. 

 

The shore of Glacial Lake 

Whittlesey reached Ypsilanti 

and created glacial terraces 

that are the finest examples 

in North America still in 

existence. 

Ford Lake Basin - 

1895 showing the 

natural banks that 

form the shoreline 

of present-day 

Ford Lake. 
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Many people imagine the former Huron River cutting a di-

rect path through the middle of what now is Ford Lake, 

however, this is not the case.   The route of the Huron River 

between the former banks of “the Flats” is shown in an 

1895 map of Ypsilanti Township.  From the 1895 map, you 

can clearly see the banks and outline of what would become 

Ford Lake 37 years later.  The old Ypsilanti Township town 

hall is visible on old maps and was located on Grove St. just 

south of the I-94 bridge not far from the old Woodruff’s 

Grove monument is located.  You can also see that the Hu-

ron River used to meander wildly through this area with 

several switchbacks, much more so than what we see of 

most of the Huron River as it currently passes through Ypsi-

lanti.  The curviness of the river is directly related to the 

change of elevation as the river heads from midland Michi-

gan toward Lake Erie.  In sections of the river where there 

is less of an elevation drop, the river naturally curves more.   

The area where Ford Lake is located has only a slight drop 

in elevation, so the river meandered slowly through the ar-

ea.  It is not known how many houses and barns were 

moved or demolished to make way for Ford Lake, but the 

number was probably very few.  The area was prone to 

flooding, and Henry Ford had amassed much of the area for 

his Ford Farms.  Prior to Ford Lake being created, the area 

composing “the Flats” was either in its natural flatlands 

state, used as farm fields, or used for animal grazing.   

For those mourning the disappearance of the Huron River 

through “the Flats”, rest assured that part of the historic 

boundary of the Huron River still exists.   A topographic 

map of the area shows that the corporate limits between  

Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township as it goes through Ford 

Lake still adheres to the original curvy Huron riverbed.  A 

Google Maps search of the 48198 area code also shows the 

same boundary across Ford Lake that follows the old route 

of the Huron River. 

Former path of the   

Huron River superim-

posed onto a satellite 

image of  present-day 

Ford Lake. 

Ypsilanti Corporation Limit 

across Ford Lake is still 

defined by the old Huron 

Riverbed through compari-

sons of maps from 1915 

Ypsilanti Township Map, 

Ford Lake Topographic 

Map, and Google Maps. 
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Henry Ford had a keen interest in Ypsilanti dating back to 

the mid-1920’s.   Ford was a proponent of both farming and 

manufacturing, with faming occupations supplemented by 

“village industries” to provide work for communities with-

out destroying their small-town character.  Ford noted that 

Ypsilanti, which had both rural and urban elements, was a 

perfect town to create a village industry.  Ford envisioned a 

flax-based textile plant for Ypsilanti that he forecasted 

would employ 4,500 people.   Ford purchased large 

amounts of land along the Huron River for the purpose of 

farming, with the added prospect of owning land that could 

be flooded while building a dam that would provide elec-

tricity for his future textile plant.   

Outline of Ford-

Owned Farms in 

the area surround-

ing Ford Lake. 

The announcement of Ford’s planned textile factory trig-

gered a real estate boom in eastern Ypsilanti Township.   

Several housing subdivisions in Ypsilanti Township were 

planned, and sporadic building commenced in anticipation 

of thousands of workers needed for the factory.    Ultimate-

ly, the Ford textile factory proposal fell through, leaving 

many sparsely built subdivisions.    With Ford still owning 

large amounts of property in Ypsilanti, and with the pro-

spect of damming the Huron River to create a power gener-

ation plant, a Ford executive named Roscoe Smith con-

vinced the Ford Motor Company to build a generator and 

starter parts factory in Ypsilanti.   In 1930, the Ypsilanti 

Ford plant was approved by the company, and the construc-

tion of both the plant and hydroelectric dam was set into 

motion. 

Construction of a temporary dam of the Huron River took 

place in October 1931.  Once dammed, the river spilled over 

its banks and started flooding “the Flats” throughout the 

year 1932.  Meanwhile, the permanent Rawsonville Dam 

was built from 1931 and 1932 as an earthen, multi-arch, six-

gated hydroelectric gravity dam and powerhouse.   The con-

tractor for the dam, powerhouse, and bridge was J.A. Utley, 

Detroit, and the original construction cost was $723,389.  

The dam is 45 feet above the surface of the Huron River, 

with a crest length of 670 feet and a spill width of 175 feet. 

An elevation of 685 feet above sea level is maintained for 

Ford Lake by the dam.  The dam has a maximum spillway 

capacity of 28,000 cubic feet per second, producing 2,800 

horsepower from a 34-foot high water head.  Two Leffel 

turbines generate 2,100 kilowatts of electricity which met 

the total power output consumed by the Ypsilanti Ford 

plant. 

The announcement of Ford’s planned textile factory trig-

gered a real estate boom in eastern Ypsilanti Township.   

Several housing subdivisions in Ypsilanti Township were 

planned, and sporadic building commenced in anticipation 

of thousands of workers needed for the factory.    Ultimate-

ly, the Ford textile factory proposal fell through, leaving 

many sparsely built subdivisions.    With Ford still owning 

large amounts of property in Ypsilanti, and with the pro-

spect of damming the Huron River to create a power gener-

ation plant, a Ford executive named Roscoe Smith con-

vinced the Ford Motor Company to build a generator and 

starter parts factory in Ypsilanti.   In 1930, the Ypsilanti 

Ford plant was approved by the company, and the construc-

tion of both the plant and hydroelectric dam was set into 

motion. 
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Construction of a temporary dam of the Huron River took 

place in October 1931.  Once dammed, the river spilled 

over its banks and started flooding “the Flats” throughout 

the year 1932.  Meanwhile, the permanent Rawsonville 

Dam was built from 1931 and 1932 as an earthen, multi-

arch, six-gated hydroelectric gravity dam and powerhouse.   

The contractor for the dam, powerhouse, and bridge was 

J.A. Utley, Detroit, and the original construction cost was 

$723,389.  The dam is 45 feet above the surface of the Hu-

ron River, with a crest length of 670 feet and a spill width 

of 175 feet. An elevation of 685 feet above sea level is 

maintained for Ford Lake by the dam.  The dam has a max-

imum spillway capacity of 28,000 cubic feet per second, 

producing 2,800 horsepower from a 34-foot high water 

head.  Two Leffel turbines generate 2,100 kilowatts of elec-

tricity which met the total power output consumed by the 

Ypsilanti Ford plant. 

The architect for the dam was Gardner Stewart Williams, 

who was a University of Michigan-educated hydraulic en-

gineer based in Ann Arbor.  Williams was known for his 

multiple arch dams, hydroelectric plants, and for develop-

ing the Hazen-Williams hydraulic tables.   Williams was a 

consultant for the Detroit Edison Company, where he pro-

posed the development of a network of Huron River power 

generation facilities.  By 1910, Detroit Edison, with Wil-

liams acting as their agent, had acquired most of the pro-

spective Huron River flowage rights necessary for the pro-

ject.   It was during this timeframe from 1907-1909 that 

Williams extensively surveyed the Huron River Valley.   

From the 1909 elevation survey map of the Tuttle Hill area 

of the Huron River, the high banks on either side of the riv-

er can be clearly seen, along with the meandering river.  

Every bit of land below 685 feet in elevation would eventu-

ally lie at the bottom of Ford Lake.  Ultimately, the net-

work of Huron River power plants was not completed as 

planned, but seven dams were built: Barton (Barton Pond), 

Argo (Argo Pond), Geddes (Geddes Pond), Superior 

(Huron River), Peninsular (Huron River), Rawsonville 

(Ford Lake), and French Landing (Belleville Lake).  All but 

one of these dams were built by Detroit Edison, with the 

exception being the Rawsonville (Ford Lake) dam, which 

was built by Henry Ford.  Among the other dams designed 

by Williams were the Cheeseborough Dam in Ithica, New 

York, the dam at Sturgis, Michigan, the power plant at 

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, and the Magnitogorsky Dam 

on the Ural River in Siberia, Russia.  Today, only Barton, 

Superior, Rawsonville, and French Landing still generate 

hydroelectric power. 

As a result of flooding “the Flats” and creating Ford Lake, 

the north-south Tuttle Hill Road bridge spanning the Huron 

River was submerged underwater.  James Mann wrote an 

interesting story about the Tuttle Hill Bridge in the Fall 

2009 issue of The Gleanings.  Today, the road extending 

north of Ford Lake is known as Harris Road, which can still 

look across Ford Lake at its former connection to Tuttle Hill 

Road which extends south of the lake.   With the Tuttle Hill 

Road bridge no longer a means to cross the river, Ford paid 

for the construction of a bridge traversing across the Raw-

sonville Dam.   The road across the dam is appropriately 

named Bridge Road. 

Gardner Stewart        

Williams 1909 elevation 

survey map of the Tuttle 

Hill Road area of the 

Huron River. 
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The Ford plant was built in the city of Ypsilanti, but the 

dam and generators were to be built four miles downriver 

from the plant in Ypsilanti Township at Rawsonville, creat-

ing the resulting Ford Lake between the dam and Ford 

plant.   The Ypsilanti Ford Plant was built onto some struc-

tures which dated back to the 1880’s.  The plant was initial-

ly built at a size of 63,000 square feet, but was expanded 

several times to bring the total square footage to almost a 

million square feet.   The plant sits on 76 acres of land on 

Spring St. nestled on the Huron River just as it enters Ford 

Lake at I-94.   The plant produced generators and starters, 

horns, struts, ignition coils, air conditioner clutches, and 

bumper shock devices.  During World War II, the plant 

manufactured parts for military aircraft, armored cars, and 

tanks.   By 1980, the plant employed almost 2,000 people, 

and first lady Barbara Bush visited the plant on February 

22, 1990.   In 2000, Ford consolidated several manufactur-

ing plants, including the Ypsilanti Ford Plant, and spun 

them off into the Visteon Corp., which Ford held as a whol-

ly owned subsidiary.  In 2005, Ford bought back 17 plants 

from Visteon, including the Ypsilanti plant.   The Ypsilanti 

Ford Plant closed in late 2008 and the building was sold to 

Angstrom.  Manufacturing ceased, and all the manufactur-

ing equipment at the site was removed.  The building is now 

vastly underutilized and is only partially leased for storage 

purposes.    

King’s Flats looking 

east shortly before 

the damming of the 

Huron River in 

1932.  Huron River 

Drive is seen run-

ning from the bot-

tom of the photo 

curving to the right 

to meet with Textile 

Road near the Ford 

Lake Dam. 

Ypsilanti Ford Plant 

on Ford Lake –    

August, 1951 Ann 

Arbor News. 
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There is another Ford plant in Ypsilanti Township near 

Ford Lake - the Rawsonville Ford Plant.  This plant was 

built in 1956 on 96 acres of land on Textile Road near the 

Rawsonville dam on Bridge Road.   The site of the plant 

was once a Ford “Village Industry” occupied by a sawmill 

and a gristmill which were powered by the dam.  Like the 

Ypsilanti Ford Plant, the Rawsonville Ford Plant was spun 

off to Visteon in 2000, but it was re-acquired by Ford in 

2005.  The 1,700,000 square foot plant remains in opera-

tion as a parts manufacturing facility with 600 employees.  

The Rawsonville Ford Plant produces alternators, starters, 

transmission oil pumps, electric vehicle battery packs, air 

induction systems, ignition coils, carbon canisters, air/fuel 

spacers, and fuel pumps. 

The Ypsilanti Ford plant accomplished Henry Ford’s goal 

of establishing a “Village Industry” in Ypsilanti.  Workers 

at the Ypsilanti Ford Plant were encouraged to supplement 

their income by gardening on their own land, but if they 

needed land there were four thousand acres of Ford land 

surrounding Ford Lake that the company would provide for 

part-time gardens.  In 1938, Henry Ford built a waterfront 

estate for his wife’s niece along the northern shore of Ford 

Lake near Loon Feather Point Park.  In the true Ford fash-

ion, there are secret compartments and an underground pas-

sage to the boat house located at the lake edge. 

Today, the Rawsonville Dam is also known as the Ford 

Lake Dam, or sometimes the Hydro Dam.  The dam and 

power generation facility are on the National Register of 

Historic Places.  In 1969, the Ford Motor Company gave 

the dam and 1,000 acres of surrounding land to the city of 

Ypsilanti and Ypsilanti Township, in a partnership known 

as the Joint Ypsilanti Recreation Organization, or JYRO.  

In 1990, JYRO was dissolved and Ypsilanti Township took 

full ownership and maintains control of the powerhouse 

and dam.   The flow of the Huron River takes approximate-

ly one hour to run 6.5 miles from the Peninsular Dam on 

LeForge Road to the Ford Lake Dam.  Below Ford Lake, 

the Huron River resumes once again for a short while be-

fore entering Belleville Lake, which was created by the 

1925 damming the Huron River at the French Landing 

Dam and caused the submersion of the town of Rawson-

ville.   The flow of the Huron River takes approximately 

one and a half hours to run 7.9 miles from the Ford Lake 

Dam to the French Landing Dam.  From there, the Huron 

River continues in a southeastern direction until it reaches 

Lake Erie. 

Ford Lake consists of approximately 1,000 acres of surface 

water covering approximately 1.5 square miles, with depths 

up to 30 feet.  Many people are surprised that most of Ford 

Lake is only about 15-20 feet deep, and it gets increasingly 

deeper as it heads toward the dam.  Today, there are many 

beautiful parks along the shores of Ford Lake, including 

Ford Lake Park (formerly known as JYRO Park), Lakeside 

Park, North Hydro Park, South Hydro Park, Loon Feather 

Point Park, Big Island Park, and North Bay Park.   Big Is-

land Park, located on the island in the middle of Ford Lake, 

was once a natural high hill on the banks of the Huron Riv-

er.  Ford Lake is known for birdwatching, boating, and fish-

ing.   Fishermen will find a variety of fish including blue-

gill, crappie, bullhead, largemouth bass, carp, perch, white 

bass, walleye, and smallmouth bass.  Birders will spot al-

most 200 different species of birds, including yard birds, 

ducks, geese, swans, hawks, eagles, owls, egrets, sea gulls, 

and more. 

The ever-expanding Washtenaw County border-to-border 

(B2B) trail runs along Ford Lake on Grove St. and seam-

lessly connects Ford Lake to the wonderful Ypsilanti parks 

along the Huron River.   Beyond Ypsilanti, the B2B trail 

runs northwest along the Huron River and connects to Ann 

Arbor, Dexter, and Chelsea.  Heading southeast, the B2B 

trail will eventually connect to Belleville, the Lower Huron 

Metroparks, and all the way to Lake Erie, just as the ancient 

Huron River flowed through the Ypsilanti delta to Glacial 

Lakes Maumee and Whittlesey and carved out the basin that 

would one day become Ford Lake. 

Ford Lake Dam 

and Power-

house, with 

Bridge Road 

spanning over 

the dam. 
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This article, The History of Ford Lake, was written by Robert Anschuetz and is reprinted here with 

his permission. It also appears in the Spring 2020 issue of the Gleanings, the quarterly newsletter of 

the Ypsilanti Historical Society. THANK YOU, ROBERT!  
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final 

Associa 

Kramer-Triad Management Group 

1100 Victors, Suite 50 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

734-973-5500 

Maintenance: 866-788-5130 or 

customerservice@kramertriad.com 

Manager 

Sharron McCormick 

smcCormick@kramertriad.com 

Emergency Only: 866-788-5130 or  

800-794-9297 

 

Gate House  734-484-0433 

 

Board of Directors 

President/CSEF 

Khurum Sheikh 

khurum313@aol.com 

734-332-0784 

Vice President/Community 

Tenielle Hammett 

teniellii@icloud.com 

517-740-2358 

Treasurer/Website 

Chundra Johnson 

Chundra.Johnson@gmail.com 

734-678-8224 

Director of Communications/Newsletter, FB 

Jann Soltis 

jsoltis198@gmail.com 

Website: http://cliffsonthepoint2.com/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/277308602741487/ (Cliff Dwellers, 
residents only) 

I caught these guys getting ready for dinner over Memorial Day weekend. We are 

blessed to be living among nature’s most majestic creatures.  

Creative Corner 

Soaring high in skies over Ford Lake, the U.S. Navy Blue Angels, honoring the 

healthcare workers and those making face masks at the nearby Rawsonville Ford 

Plant. 


