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Special days coming this fall:
Sept. 11—September Board Meeting
Sept. 21—International Day of Peace
Oct. 09—October Board Meeting
Oct. 14—Columbus Day
Oct. 19—Sweetest Day
Oct. 31—Halloween
Nov. 03—Daylight Saving Time ends (It’s
my birthday too!)
Nov. 11—Veteran’s Day

Nov. 13—November Board Meeting
Nov. 16—Spartans vs Wolverines Football
Game
Nov. 28—Thanksgiving
Nov. 30—Wolverines beat the Buckeyes!
Go Blue!
**I’m looking for your photos or artwork to
feature in the next edition of The View. Please
submit them to me by November 15.
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The View

Quarterly Newsletter for Cliffs on the Point II

President’s Message
It’s a basic rule for most everything that one
should start out with something positive.
However, I feel compelled to begin with a
negative and vent a little. The Board has been
trying for a few months now to get enough
people to vote on the Leasing Amendment so
we may have a valid vote. This endeavor was
started because several people raised concerns
about the growing number of rental units in
our community. Furthermore, we often didn’t
know a unit was being rented out until a negative
event brought it to our attention—even though
it’s in our rules to submit a copy of the lease if
you’re renting a unit. Then we learned KramerTriad had a program that could address all these
concerns and more. I will not repeat all those
items that have already been conveyed and are
in the Leasing Amendment. Rather, the point
here is that we couldn’t get enough people to
vote. Sincerely, I do not care how the vote
goes—I’m all for democracy—but it’s very
disappointing that barely over a third of coowners bothered to vote. In any case, the final
extended deadline is September 20, 2019 and
I hope you will vote so we can have a valid
decision either way. Thank you.

Now then, on some positive news: hopefully
you have all noticed the brighter lighting by
the carports and entrances. One of the items
people most expressed a concern about at the
Annual Meeting was how dark the parking lot
area was and so
the Board had
brighter LED
lights installed.
Another bonus is
that they’re much
more energy efficient and so will
save money in
the long run.

Now another positive: the Board has approved
replacing six balconies deemed to be among
the worst this year (828 stack) using current
funding. It is hoped that when these are done,
we’ll have a clearer idea of how much the rest
will cost (it has been difficult getting concrete
numbers from contractors because of the variables
depending on what is discovered after the work is
started) and then we can share that number
with the community and discuss financing
alternatives.

Finally, a very big negative that we’re trying
to make a little more positive. As some of you
may know, long time Board member Estelle
Russell passed away last month. She was an
Back to a negative: icon of our Association and her influence is
despite the better found everywhere from the postings in the
lighting, our
hallways to meeting notes she took to the
Association as
newsletters she created and the flowers she
well as neighbor- nurtured. Towards that end, the Board has
ing streets were hit with several car break-ins this decided to purchase a bench with an inscription
past month. It appears that all the cars entered honoring her service to our community.
had been left unlocked so please, again, lock Thank you, Estelle.
your cars! (I have reviewed about six hours of
video and haven’t seen anything significant— ~ Khurum Sheikh
if I do it will be communicated.)

Spiders… Yuck!
They’re everywhere around the Cliffs
Community. I hate them. And don’t tell me
they are our friends because they eat other
bugs. Here’s the truth, they can’t keep up
with the amount of bugs around here and
they creep me out. Just this morning I entered my dining room and walked right
into a spider web. What an awful way to
start the day!
Why do we have so many spiders?
We have an abundance of spiders because
we have lots of the food source they need
to sustain them... Bugs! When you’re
around water (lakes, rivers, etc.) you have
bugs. Spiders are a natural predator of
bugs. If we could get rid of all the bugs,
the spiders wouldn’t thrive like they do.
How do we get rid of the bugs?
Well, that’s near impossible. But, you can
do some things to manage the bugs. Here
along the Cliffs we get lots of midges.
Midges are very small flying insects. They
kinda resemble a mosquito but are smaller
in size. Most midges don’t bite but they
swarm in great numbers. You’ve no doubt
seen them swarming around the parking lot
lights when you’ve been out at night, or in
the headlight beams of your boats. And
heaven forbid if you forget to pull your
window and doorwall drapes before you
turn your inside lights on… you’ll wake up
to midges all over the screens come morning. MIDGES ARE STRONGLY ATTRACTED TO LIGHTS. The spiders
know this and that’s why you see so many
spider webs around and near light fixtures.
You also see spider webs near windows,
doors, and doorwalls because these are
glass areas where lights shine through, and
lights attract bugs.

The two spiders pictured on this page were found
on our balcony. The Fishing Spider doesn’t make
webs but the Orb-weaver does. Both will be looking
to move indoors for winter!
More on Fishing Spiders: https://
www.canr.msu.edu/news/fishing_spiders
More on Furrow Orb-weavers: https://
spiderid.com/spider/araneidae/

More about those midges…
Midges often come out after a period of
wet weather (but that’s not the only time).
Like mosquitos, they lay their eggs in
standing water. So when we had that prolonged wet spring this year, we had loads
of midges! When the dry, hot summer
weather came for weeks on end, we saw
fewer midges. Now you might think that
would mean fewer spiders too with the
food source reduced, right? Well, yes and
no. The spiders need those midges and
other bugs to survive. And they really want
to survive. So I’ve noticed the spider webs
on my balcony and around the carports
getting bigger and more numerous. That’s
the spiders working harder to catch more
bugs. So while fewer spiders may survive,
the ones that do seem to make more of a
nuisance of themselves with more extensive web-making!
What are the natural predators of
midges and spiders in our area?
Barn swallows are natural predators of
midges. If you see the swallows flying and
diving outside in great numbers you know
there are a lot of midges around. Swallows
like to go after flying insects.
Sparrows and other birds are natural predators of spiders. If you’ve ever seen a sparrow fly up under your balcony they were
quite possibly going after a spider.

My husband and I have owned our place at
Cliffs2 for one year now. We moved in
near the end of last year’s bug season. I
had no idea when we bought our place just
how tenaciously we would have to battle
spiders and bugs this spring and summer.
It’s been creepy and exhausting. Every day

I go out on the balcony with my fly swatter
in one hand and my web wacker (Swiffer
Duster on an extension handle) in the other. I do the best I can to kill the spiders and
midges and clean up the webs. My husband takes his turn at going after the bugs
and spiders in the evening, after work. I’m
not wishing summer to be over but I am
looking forward to bug-free days in the fall
when the weather is cooler.
I didn’t plan to put curtains on the doorwalls when we first moved in. I didn’t
want to block the view of the lake. But I
broke down by the end of May and ordered
curtains. That has helped with the midges,
but I miss seeing the moon shining on the
lake during the night. :-(

A third kayak rack has been built. Please
remove your kayaks/paddle boards from the
docks asap. You may put your boats/boards
on the rack, even if you are already using
your 2 allotted spaces, BUT YOU MUST
PUT YOUR ADDRESS NUMBER AND
UNIT NUMBER ON EACH OF YOUR
BOATS/BOARDS. You may be asked to
remove your boats/boards in the future if
someone who hasn’t used their allotted spaces requests one, but at least over the winter
you can store your kayaks/boards on the
existing spaces.

We have a new storage shed in the parking lot
on the east side of D building. The old shed
was rotting and needed to be replaced. This
one looks clean and neat and is structurally
sound. :-)

I bought so many pretty flowers for my
balcony in the spring and I bought more as
the season went along. I shouldn’t have
done that. Some of them died from the
spider/bug infestation. All were covered in
webs. I won’t buy as many flowers next
year, if any. :-(
My husband spent the last two weekends
replacing the weather stripping around the
doorwalls and screens. The old ones disintegrated to dust when he removed
them. They obviously haven’t been replaced in quite some time. We’re trying to
keep the spiders and midges from getting
into our condo for the winter.

Are you tired of the Grove Rd. detour? It
will still be an irritant for a while longer.
It’s estimated to be completed in another
4-6 weeks.

There will be a second spraying for spiders
around the entrances and carports on September 23rd at 2 p.m. Additionally, the
landscapers will be cleaning out the webs
every 2 weeks (trial basis).

[This is the creepiest article I’ve ever researched. I hope you find it helpful. JS]

Managing bugs and spiders… here’s a few tips:
• Chemical sprays can be very effective at controlling spider populations. That’s why
we hire pest control/exterminators to spray the carport areas at Cliffs2. You can buy similar chemicals to spray your balcony areas as well. And there are homemade “natural” ingredients that can be used with varying degrees of effectiveness. But you will need to reapply treatments no matter what products you use. Generally, the products you can buy or
make up will not be as effective as the chemical products professionals use.
• Bugs and spiders like plants. I think we all appreciate pretty flowers on our balconies,
but they provide safe havens for spiders and bugs. Sorry. It’s true.
• Bugs are attracted to lights and spiders are attracted to bugs. Turning off unnecessary
lights will cut down on the bugs you attract to your balcony and make your balcony area
less desirable to spiders. However, safety must not be compromised in the name of trying
to cut down on bugs. So be careful not to set yourself up for a tripping hazard with insufficient lighting. And the safety in our parking lots and stairways can’t be sacrificed to
reduce bugs either. Safety first!
• Here’s a helpful article I found on dealing with spiders: https://
www.homeadvisor.com/r/indoor-outdoor-spider-control-guide/

If you are leaving us for a warmer climate this
winter, lucky you! We hope you have a delightful
winter season in your warm weather destination!
But please remember your responsibility to your Cliffs condo community. We ask that
you please:
1. Make sure someone has a key to get into your unit and have them run the water and flush
the toilets every 3 weeks or so. Otherwise, sewage may back up in your plumbing and
your neighbors will have to smell it all winter long. Please don’t do that to us.
2. Make sure to leave your thermostat set at 65 degrees... especially on the lower
levels! If your pipes freeze while you’re gone we’re all in big trouble.

1. The swimming pool will be closing September 16th. We hate to
say goodbye to summer but autumn is knocking on the door.
Still time for one last dip in the
pool!
2. The leaves will be falling soon.
Wet leaves are very slick when
walking or driving. Be extra
careful on our colorful pathways,
sidewalks, and streets.
3. Boats need to be out of the water
by November 15th. The bubblers
will go in shortly after that. The
lake will be icing over before we
know it.
4. Kayaks may be left on the kayak
racks over the winter.
5. Mother Nature will be putting on
a fall color show again this year.
Get out and enjoy our community
and our parks before the grays of
November arrive!

